
Viper Mad 

Noble Sissle & His Orchestra 

New York, February 10, 1938 

 

Voices for: 
Sopranosax/Clarinet, 1st & 2nd Altosax, 

Tenorsax, 1st & 2nd Trumpet, Trombone, 
Guitar, Bass, Piano, Drums (& Vocal) 

Transcription by Klaus Pehl 1995 © 2024 



1

Vocal

=184

4

S. Bechet, Rousseau Simmons 1924

Viper Mad
Noble Sissle's Swingsters 10.2.1938

transcr. Klaus Pehl 1995

A5 32Soprano 37 1

38

Just vi - per mad,

B39
Vocal

must have my fun,

42

I'll nev -er say it can't be done.

46

The peo - ple are talk -in' but I don't care

49

I'm twen - ty - one far from done I'm just be - gun.

53

wrap yourcharms 'round this stink of tea.

58

love this game, and get high with me, good

62

tea is my weak - ness, I know it's bad
66

it sends me gay and I can't wait, I'm vi - per mad.

70
1 C71 32

Trumpet D103 15
Soprano



2
118

wrap your charms

Vocal 119

'round this stink of tea.

121

Come on blow this game, and get high with me,

125

good tea is my weak - ness, I know its bad

129

it sends me gay and I can't wait, I'm vi - per mad.
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Soprano Sax
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S. Bechet, Rousseau Simmons 1924

Viper Mad
Noble Sissle's Swingsters 10.2.1938

transcr. Klaus Pehl 1995

A5 Solo Melody

9

13

17

21

25

29 3

33 break
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37

B39
31

Vocal

C71 Trumpet

75

79

83

87

91

95

99

D
103

Solo ad lib



3

107
3

111

115
1

Vocal119 light ensemble ad lib

127
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Alto Sax 1
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S. Bechet, Rousseau Simmons 1924

Viper Mad
Noble Sissle's Swingsters 10.2.1938

transcr. Klaus Pehl 1995

A5
Soprano acc.

11

17
1

23

29

35
2 37 1

B

Alto 2

Vocal
39

42

50

58



2

65

71 C71 Trumpet acc.

77

84

95

D
103

Soprano acc.

111
2

Vocal

119

127
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Alto Sax 2
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S. Bechet, Rousseau Simmons 1924

Viper Mad
Noble Sissle's Swingsters 10.2.1938

transcr. Klaus Pehl 1995

A5 Soprano acc.

10

15
1

21

26

31
2 37 2

B39
31Vocal C71

Trumpet acc.

75

79



2

87

95

D103 Soprano acc.

111
2

Vocal acc.119

127
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Tenor Sax 1
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S. Bechet, Rousseau Simmons 1924

Viper Mad
Noble Sissle's Swingsters 10.2.1938

transcr. Klaus Pehl 1995

A5 Soprano acc.

11

17
1

23

29

35
2 37 2 B39 31

Vocal

C71 Trumpet acc.

77



2

83

91

99
D

103
Soprano acc.

107

114
2

Vocal119

127
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Trumpet 1
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S. Bechet, Rousseau Simmons 1924

Viper Mad
Noble Sissle's Swingsters 10.2.1938

transcr. Klaus Pehl 1995

AA
5

Soprano

11

17
1

21

27

33
2 37 1

B39
Vocal

47

55

63



2
69 Solo ad lib C71 Trumpet

73

77

81

85

89

93

97
1

DD
103 Soprano

111
2

119119 Vocal light ensemble ad lib

127



1

Trumpet 2
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4

S. Bechet, Rousseau Simmons 1924

Viper Mad

Vocal (Tpt. 2)

Noble Sissle's Swingsters 10.2.1938

transcr. Klaus Pehl 1995
A5 32Soprano 37 1

38

Just vi - per mad,

B39
Vocal

must have my fun,

42

I'll nev - er say it can't be done.
46

The peo - ple are talk -in' but I don't care
50

I'm twen - ty - one far from done I'm just be - gun.

54

wrap your charms 'round this stink of tea.
58

love this game, and get high with me, good
62

tea is my weak - ness, I know it's bad
66

it sends me gay and I can't wait, I'm vi - per mad.

C
71

32Trumpet

D
103

15Soprano



2
118

wrap your charms

Vocal 119

'round this stink of tea. Come

122

on blow this game, and get high with me, good

126

tea is my weak - ness, I know its bad

130

it sends me gay and I can't wait, I'm vi - per mad.



1

Trombone

Viper Mad

4

Noble Sissle's Swingsters 10.2.1938

transcr. Klaus Pehl 1995

A5 32
Soprano

37 1

B39

Vocal

43

47

51

55

59

63

67

C71 32

Trumpet

D
103

Soprano



2

111 2

Vocal
119

light ensemble ad lib

127
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Guitar

=184

G

S. Bechet, Rousseau Simmons 1924

Viper Mad
Noble Sissle's Swingsters 10.2.1938

transcr. Klaus Pehl 1995

G G Gdim D
7

A5 G Soprano B
7

Em G
7

13 C G E
7

A
7

D
7

21 G B
7

Em G
7

29 C G E
7

A
7

D
7

G 1 37 2

B39 A Vocal C
7

Fm A
7

47 D A F
7

B
7

E
7

55 A C
7

Fm A
7

63 D A F
7

B
7

E
7

A E
7

C71 A
Trumpet

C
7

Fm A
7



2
79 D A F

7
B

7
E

7

87 A C
7

Fm A
7

95 D A F
7

B
7

E
7

A A
7

A
7

D103 D
Soprano

F
7

B m D
7

111 G Gdim D B
7

E
7

A
7

Vocal119 D F
7

B m D
7

127 G Gdim D B
7

131 E
7

A
7

D G D A
7
D
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Bass
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G

S. Bechet, Rousseau Simmons 1924

Viper Mad
Noble Sissle's Swingsters 10.2.1938

transcr. Klaus Pehl 1995

G G Gdim D
7

A5 G
Soprano

B
7

Em G
7

13 C G E
7

A
7

D
7

21 G B
7

Em G
7

29 C G E
7

A
7

D
7

G 1 37 2

B39 A Vocal C
7

Fm A
7

47 D A F
7

B
7

E
7

55 A C
7

Fm A
7

63 D A F
7

B
7

E
7

A E
7
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C71 A Trumpet C
7

Fm A
7

79 D A F
7

B
7

E
7

87 A C
7

Fm A
7

95 D A F
7

B
7

E
7

A A
7

A
7

D103 D Soprano F
7

B m D
7

111 G Gdim D B
7

E
7

A
7

Vocal119 D F
7

B m D
7

127 G Gdim D B
7

131 E
7

A
7

D G D A
7
D
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Piano
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G

S. Bechet, Rousseau Simmons 1924

Viper Mad
Noble Sissle's Swingsters 10.2.1938

transcr. Klaus Pehl 1995

G G Gdim D
7 A

5 G
Soprano

9 B
7

Em G
7

C G E
7

17 A
7

D
7

G

25 B
7

Em G
7

C G

32 E
7

A
7

D
7

G 1 37 2

B39 A Vocal C
7

Fm A
7

1 2



2
47 D A F

7
B

7
E

7

55 A C
7

Fm A
7

63 D A F
7

B
7

E
7

A E
7

71 A CTrumpet C
7

Fm A
7

79 D A F
7

B
7

E
7

87 A C
7

Fm A
7

95 D A F
7

B
7

E
7

A A
7

A
7
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D103 D Soprano F
7

B m D
7

111 G Gdim D B
7

E
7

A
7

Vocal119 D F
7

B m D
7

127 G Gdim D B
7

131 E
7

A
7

D G D A
7

D
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Drums
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S. Bechet, Rousseau Simmons 1924

Viper Mad
Noble Sissle's Swingsters 10.2.1938

transcr. Klaus Pehl 1995

A
5

Soprano

13

21

29 1 37 2

B
39

Vocal

47

55

63

C
71

Trumpet

79

1 2



2

87

95

D
103

Soprano

111

Vocal

119

127



Noble Sissle & His Orchestra 

feat. Sidney Bechet 
Transcription by Klaus Pehl 1995 

 

Recordings:
Loveless Love 
New York, February 24, 1931 

The Basement Blues 
New York, April 21, 1931 

You Can't Live In 
Harlem 
New York, March 11, 1936 

Dear Old Southland 
New York, April 14, 1937 

Viper Mad 
New York, February 10, 1938 

Blackstick 
New York, February 10, 1938 

Southern Sunset 
New York, February 10, 1938
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